
Radiographs (x-rays) are 
needed to check for bladder 
stones, which 
are a common cause of 
chronic UTI’s.  Glucose in the 
urine means that kitty needs 
to be tested for diabetes.  
There are many different 
diseases that can be treated or 
prevented, just by noticing 
simple changes in litterbox 
habits!   
 

A cat that vomits 
more than once a month is  
not normal!  Hairballs should 
not be ignored, and despite 
popular belief, cats do not 
vomit “just because they are 
cats”.   Frequent vomiting in 
cats is a sign of illness.  Twice 
a month is suspicious, and 
once a week justifies a phone 
call to the vet.  Any cat that 
vomits multiple times per 
week or daily needs to be 
examined by a vet.  Blood 
work and an abdominal 
ultrasound will help 
determine the cause of the 
vomiting, such as 
gastrointestinal disease, 
chronic kidney disease, or a 
number of other possibilities, 
including lymphoma.  Several 
houseplants are toxic to cats 
and can cause vomiting.  
Every kitty has a reason 
behind the vomiting that may 
not be obvious.  
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underlying health conditions 
that are not detectable by 
physical examination alone. 
Laboratory test can help 
find and treat these concerns 
early.   

 
 
Changes in litterbox 

habits can be a sign that 
your cat needs medical 
attention.  Urinating outside 
the litterbox or frequent 
visits to the litterbox are 
commonly the first signs of 
a urinary problem.  Crying 
loudly while urinating 
and/or seeing blood in the 
urine are definite signs of a 
lower urinary issue.  The 
first test for urinary 
infections is a urinalysis.  
Bacteria, crystals, blood 
cells, and glucose, along 
with a few other things, can 
be detected on this test.  The 
presence of bacteria along 
with inflammatory cells 
point towards a urinary tract 
infection.  Crystals can lead 
to UTI’s, but the bigger 
concern is bladder stones. 

 
 
 

Kitties! 

 

All cat owners know 
that each cat has his/her own 
personality.  We see kitties 
who are very happy to visit 
the doctor, other kitties who 
refuse to cooperate, and 
everything in between.  
Determining the individual 
personality and (more 
importantly) the mood of a 
kitty during an appointment 
can be a challenge; however, 
annual wellness exams are 
very important.  Even if your 
cat does not need any 
vaccines, yearly exams help 
us detect subtle signs of 
illness, such as dental disease 
and heart disease.  Lower 
respiratory diseases and heart 
murmurs can develop slowly 
with no outward signs for 
months, but yearly physical 
exams help us find and treat 
these diseases before they 
become serious or even fatal.   

 
Annual, routine lab 

work is another great tool to 
monitor the health of your 
cat.  Lab work screens for 
multiple issues, including 
kidney & liver diseases, 
diabetes, hyperthyroidism, 
and lower urinary tract 
problems.  It is estimated that 
17-23% of senior pets, over 
the age of 8 years, have  

 
 

By Lori Nichols, DVM I N S I D E  T H I S  
I S S U E :  

Kitties   1 

Kitties  Continued  2 

Coupons   3 

 

    

    

Related 
Webpages: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Pawsitive Press Page 2 
 

Kitties Cont’d 

Cats are subject to 
infestation by fleas and ticks 
as well as dogs.  It is 
important to make sure that 
your cat or kitten is protected 
by using an appropriate flea 
medication or treating the 
environment.   

Cats are also at risk of 
developing heartworm 
disease.  Cats are more 
resistant to infection than 
dogs but, it is still a problem 
for our feline family 
members. It is estimated that 
up to 15% of cats, indoor or 
outdoor, have been exposed to 
heartworms.  In cats, the 
number of worms found in 
infected pets is less than dogs.  
It is usually 1-3 worms which 
can live for 2-3 years in cats 
and can often have fatal 
consequences.  There is no 
treatment effective to kill the 
adult worms so prevention is 
the key. 

Dental care is another 
important way to help 
improve the length and 
quality of your cats life.  Cats 
and dogs both may suffer 
quietly with dental disease 
which can be very painful.  It 
may also suppress your pets 
immune system or introduce 
bacteria into the blood stream 
which can affect the organs 
such as the heart and the 
kidney. Routine examination 
can determine when a dental 
procedure is appropriate for 
your cat.  Please be sure to 
ask your veterinarian about 
this important tool for your 
cat’s preventative healthcare. 

 Feline pet parents and 
veterinarians share a common 
goal of improving the quality 
and quantity of your kitty’s 
life. Routine physical 
examinations, addressing 
concerns such as diet, 
laboratory testing, flea and 
heartworm prevention and 
dental health are the way for 
your family veterinarian to aid 
you in your goal of long and 
happy lives for your cat. 

Please contact us 
today to schedule your family 
members appointment or if 
you have any questions about 
your pet.   

 An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure 

It is important to research all the products you purchase for your pets from 
online stores.  Just last week a patient of ours swallowed the tip of a pill popper 
purchased from Amazon, through no fault of the owner. The adhesive that held the tip 
in place failed and when the pill popper was used, the tip was ingested along with the 
medicine the owner was administering. One might think, “That was an isolated 
incident”, however, the reviews on the product page would indicate otherwise. Other 
owners had similar problems with this product resulting in trips to the emergency 
room, costly procedures, and stress on their pets.   

 
Just because the product looks similar to a more expensive one does not mean 

they are equal. This is extremely important in regards to veterinary medications. Many 
online stores acquire their products from third parties, meaning they are not purchasing 
directly from the manufacturer. While they may be able to sell you the product at a 
lower price, it also means there is no manufacturer guarantee. We implore you to do 
your research and ask questions about the veterinarian products you purchase from 
online stores. Was the product purchased directly from the manufacturer? Is there a 
manufacturer guarantee (not the online stores guarantee)? Will the product be sold in 
its original packaging? If you find the answers to these questions are not satisfactory, 
we suggest you purchase your pet products from a different, more reliable source.  

 
We welcome your questions and concerns regarding pet products with which 

you are unfamiliar. We are here to ensure the health and happiness of your pet for 
years to come. If you are ever hesitant about a product, please, give us a call. We are 
always happy to assist you! 

 

      Counterfeit Heartgard! 
 
Magnify your screen, how many 
differences can you find? 
 

  Real Heartgard! 
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Phone:  727-733-9351 
Fax:       727-733-8165 
E-mail:   
 
 
 

 

“Caring for pets with 
love and kindness” 

We’re on the Web! 

www.ahofd.com 

 

AnimalHospitalofDunedin@gmail.com 


